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E. O. 11652 GDS 

TAGS: PGOV PINT ELAB FJ 

SUBJECT: FIJI PARLIMANTARY CRISIS 

1. PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS PREVAILS IN FIJI 
FOLLOWING FAILURE RESOLVE PROBLEM OVER WEEKEND. ISSUE 
DERIVES FROM RULING BY SPEAKER R. D. PATEL TO ADJOURN 
HOUSE SINE DIE ON APRIL 4, OVER TECHNICALITY RELATING TOO 
TRADE DISPUTE BILL DESPITE FACT MOTION WAS DEFEATED BY MAJORITY. 



2. WITH DEPUTY SPEAKER VIJAY SINGH PRESIDING AND OPPOSITION 
ABSENT, HOUSE MET APRIL 5 TO AMEND AND CONFIRM APRIL 4 MINUTES. 
DEADLOCK BETWEEN GOVERNMENT AND OPPOSITION REMAINS OVER 
LEGALITY OF ADJOURNMENT AND CONFIRMATION MINUTES APRIL 4 
SESSION. 

3. COMMENT: ISSUE HAS EFFECTIVELY DELAYED CONSIDERATION 
GOVERNMENT' S LEGISLATION TO CONTROL TRADE UNIONS, PRICES AND 
WAGES. AS LEGAL ARGUMENTS CONTINUE, ISSUE BECOMES BLURRED TO 
PUBLIC AND GOVERNMENT APPEARS INEFFECTIVE. SPEAKER PATEL HAS 
MADE CONSTITUTIONAL ERROR AND THERE IS MOVE TO IMPEACH HIM. 
THUS FAR, EFFORTS FIND FACE SAVING FORMULA HAVE FAILED. SINCE 
FEW UNDERSTAND PARLIAMENTARY ISSUE AND FEWER HAVE READ 
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PENDING LEGISLATION, OPPOSITION IS IN STRONG PUBLIC RELATIONS 
POSITION. GOVERNMENT HAS FAILED TO PREPARE GROUNDWORK OR 
EXPLAIN LEGISLATION AND PRIME MINISTER HAS SO FAR BEHAVED 
WITH HIS USUAL INDEFFERENCE. MEANWHILE, MASS RALLY SCHEDULED 
ALBERT PARK APRIL 10 TO HEAR LABOR LEADERS OPPOSE LEGISLATION. 
RACIAL ANTAGONISMS HAVE EMERGED AND WILL GROW UNLESS 
ISSUE IS SWIFTLY DEFUSED. SKIFF 
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